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Message Text 


1 . SAW BOUTROS AT HIS HOME AT 1700 LOCAL AND TOLD HIM I 
VERY DISTURBED BY POSITION SARKIS HAD TAKEN THIS MORNING 
REGARDING ENTRY LEBANESE TROOPS IN SOUTH. THIS CONTRARY TO 
WHAT WE HAD UNDERSTOOD FROM GENERAL KHOURY. WE THOUGHT 
IT ESSENTIAL SOME SORT OF LEBANESE MILITARY PRESENCE BE 
ESTABLISHED IN SOUTH. BOUTROS SAID PRESIDENT HAD INFORMED 
HIM OF CONVERSATION AND OF HIS RESERVATIONS. PRESIDENT WAS 
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AFRAID LEBANESE TROOPS WOULD BE CAUGHT BETWEEN PALESTINIANS 
AND ISRAELIS AND THAT GOL WOULD HAVE DISASTER ON ITS HANDS. 

HE NOTED THAT I HAD SUGGESTED IDEA OF SYMBOLIC FORCE. HE 
WOULD BE TALKING TO GENERAL KHOURY IN THE MORNING AND WOULD 
BE IN TOUCH WITH ME AGAIN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. HE WAS 
DOING HIS BEST TO GET ARMY AND SECURITY FORCE MOVING BUT 
THE OBSTACLES WERE TERRIBLE. 
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2. BOUTROS SAID SIILASVUO WAS COMING TOMORROW, AND AS WE 
SAT THERE HE MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE JOINT MEETING WITH 
KHOURY, COL. HAH (INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES) AND SIILASVUO 
TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS OE COORDINATION. 

3. COMMENT: BOUTROS IS INDEED TRYING HARD AND HE IS 
NOT GETTING MUCH SUPPORT. 

4. HAVE JUST SEEN JERUSALEM'S 0959. I THINK ASSIGNMENT OF 
SOVIET UNMOS TO TYRE AREA QOULD BE UNMITIGATED DISASTER 
GIVEN VERY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP SOVIETS HAVE WITH PLO AND THEIR 
UNHELPFUL MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THAT ORGANIZATION (WHICH 
APPARENTLY HAS CONTINUED IN RECENT WEEKS). 
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